Structural studies of MAP Kinase cascade components.
MAPK cascade components have been the subject of structural analysis, advancing our understanding of how these enzymes are activated and how they interact. A surprising finding has been that unique inactive conformers are adopted by many of these kinases. These inactive conformers are interesting and often require experimental phases to determine their crystal structures because molecular replacement techniques are not successful. Here, we describe the preparation of MAP2K MEK6 and MAP3K TAO2 substituted with selenomethionine (SeMet) for de novo phasing. TAO2 and SeMet TAO2 were expressed in insect cells.